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EUROPE  FROM  911   TO  1198

End of the
schism

severely defeated by the nobles of Lorraine and the citizens
Death of      Of the Rhine towns.    But on August T the reign of the

IV   unhappy Henry IV at last came to an end- He died at

Liege, and the citizens there, and in other towns through
which the body was taken to its last resting-place in the
royal town of Spires, publicly manifested their loyalty and
their grief, disregarding the papal excommunication ; he had
been their friend, and by their enemies, the feudal nobles,
he had been dragged down. But the Church had the last
say, and for five years the body of the excommunicated king
lay in an unconsecrated chapel, denied Christian burial.

The death of Henry, after his tragic reign of fifty years,
commencing with the misgovernment during his minority,
which was responsible for most of his subsequent troubles,
Papacy and closing with the vile treachery of his son, brought to
an end the first conflict of Empire and Papacy. For Henry
V, born during the schism, had been formally received into
communion with the Church in 1105, and so the long schism
was at last healed. In one sense the conflict was indecisive,
for both sides had tacitly given up the claim to supremacy
over the other. But in fact the whole situation had altered
materially. The king, engaged in two conflicts, had been
beaten in both. He had failed signally to re-establish royal
control over the Papacy, and he had failed to overcome local
autonomy in Germany, being dependent on the consent of
the nobles ; from this dependence the monarchy was never
wholly to emerge, and it was a principal cause of its humilia-
tion in the fourteenth century. The Papacy, on the other
hand, was stronger at the end than at the beginning. It had
not merely vindicated its independence ; its effective head-
ship of the Church, for which Gregory VII was largely
responsible, was still disputed in 1076 ; in 1106 it was estab-
lished on a firm basis, to remain unchallenged until the end
of the Middle Ages.
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